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• Economic turbulence – impact of the 

recession

• Political turbulence

• What NCVO is doing

• What you can do



Many charities are reporting no change in 

most income streams

Has income changed over the last 12 months?
Charity Commission recession survey, August 2009 

(D/Ks excluded)
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1 in 4 report significant concerns: local 

surveys report greater problems

What has been the 

overall impact of 

the economic 

downturn?
Charity Commission recession 

survey, August 2009 
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…and perceptions 

of the medium 

term are more 

pessimistic



Political Turbulence

• Uncertainty over the result of the election -

& many new MPs, whoever wins

• All parties see us as key players - how do 

we see our role?

• Public service delivery: invention driven by 

necessity as cuts bite

– Total Place

– Personalisation

– Payment by results



In a recession:

• Government should take sensible steps to 
ensure sector can cope

• Commitments to fair funding and contracting 
must be met

• Government must not act in ways that create 
additional financial problems for the sector

• Sector must be involved in discussions about 
future shape of our society

• We need to be able to monitor ongoing impact



What is NCVO doing?

• Highlighting the value of the sector – & how 

we can help build the good society

• Promoting the Compact

• Calling for better funding practice: Gift Aid; 

VAT; lottery funding; grants & contracts

• Funding Commission

• Funding Central



What can you do?

• Start planning now

• Highlight your full value: what difference 

do you make?

• Focus on your mission & the needs of 
those you work with - can you do more

– with other VCOs? 

– with the statutory sector?

• Make the Compact work for you; your 
partners and for local people



Resources

www.fundingcentral.org.uk

www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/dontstopthemusic

www.compactvoice.org.uk/files/102264/FileName/

SafeguardSectorstabilityduringpublicsectorcuts.
pdf

Belinda.pratten@ncvo-vol.org.uk


