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Welcome to the Newsletter for people and organisations interested in shaping the           

future of Rural Towns in Surrey.   
 
Coming soon and not to be missed!!  So book early to avoid disappointment!  
 
Haslemere Food Festival   
 
The second amazing Food and Beer Festival will be taking place in Haslemere  between the 5th 
and 21 st September.  Visit the website of www.haslemere.com to see the range of events and 
activities taking place which include: a curry night, a Yummy Mummy’s Ball, a Teddy Bear’s 
picnic, and of course, the famous sausage tasting competition – culinary delights not be missed!!  
 
Surrey Community Action Environmental Conference 
 
Focusing on the 3Rs Reusing Reducing and Recycling, this event is taking place Thursday  18 th 
September  in Normandy Village Hall .  This is your opportunity to hear practical ways to reduce 
your carbon footprint and save money!! Contact Anne Barry for more details 
anneb@surreyca.org.uk 
 
Action for Market Towns (AMT) Annual Conference 
 
Future Choices for our Towns - this year’s AMT conference is taking place on the 1st and 2 nd 
October  in Skipton , North Yorkshire – this most important event offers a huge range of 
workshops and study tours covering a wide variety of topics such as how to reduce a towns 
carbon footprint, new approaches to affordable housing, solving car parking problems and new 
uses for old buildings – previous delegates from Surrey have spoken very highly of this event 
and would certainly recommend it. Go to www.towns.org.uk for more information including details 
of the early bird discount.  Also available from the rural town’s coordinator is a bursary to help 
with costs.  Contact Margaret Morton -  details above 
 
Surrey Rural Towns Transport Seminar    
 
This event is taking place on Wednesday 8 th October  at the Leatherhead Leisure Centre .  
Transport issues affect all of our towns and this will be an ideal opportunity to hear about the new 
TfS (Transport for Surrey) strategy and also to participate in interactive workshops on 
accessibility and sustainable transport. For more details contact Margret Morton 
 
 
 



Surrey Community Action Annual General Meeting  – this year’s event is taking place on 22nd 
October  at East Horsley Village Hall .  More details will follow but this is a good time to hear 
about the key issues affecting the Voluntary and Community sector and an ideal time to meet 
Surrey Community Action staff 
 
 Money Money Money !! New funds will soon be available in Surrey to support community 
groups, so if you, your town or any group you know, is seeking to secure funds do 
encourage them to follow up the contact details below 
 
The Surrey RASP  (Rural Access to Services Programme) is a SEEDA delegated pot of 
money to fund projects in rural communities to improve access to services.  The main 
focus is on providing services locally rather than transporting services to people. Projects 
could include developing spaces within existing mobile community facilitates to enable co-
location of services (community hubs) or enabling community transport solutions where 
necessary. Surrey Community Action will be managing the Programme and expects to 
have the criteria for grants and the application process ready by the end of the month. For 
any enquires about this programme please contact Pari Dhillon on 01483 459192 ext 241 
or e mail parid@surreyca.org.uk 
 
The Surrey Hill Leader Programme  – Surrey County Council will be managing this 
programme which will provide a new source of funding for farmers, growers, foresters and 
rural communities. Of particular interest will be the support to rural communities and micro 
businesses which could include development of community buildings to provide services, 
development of community enterprises to provide key services, shop and retail services 
ICT for community benefit, energy services such as wood fuel based heat systems and 
cultural and leisure facilities. To obtain the latest information, forms and guidance please 
visit the website www.surreyhillsleaderbid.org.uk 
 
Surrey Community Foundation  is now celebrating its successful bid to deliver the Grass 
roots programme in Surrey. £1 million will be available in Surrey (over 3 years) and a 
further £1 million available by way of an endowment match – challenge so this could 
potentially increase the permanent invested funds by £3 million.  The Foundation wants to 
encourage all small groups with a turnover of £20k or less to make contact and apply for a 
grant.  For further details on how to apply  – the application procedure will be very simple 
contact www.surreycommunityfoundation.org.uk or telephone Moira Forster on 01484 
555640 
 
 
Action for Market Towns New Programme  “ Towns Alive ” – an innovative 
programme was launched in April 2008.  It has been designed to help sustain and 
revitalise towns.  It aims to do this in four ways: for more detail of any of the AMT 
programmes and how you and your town can benefit from them please contact Chris 
Windridge who is acting Regional Network Coordinator via www.caterhamabc.org.uk 
�
A Market Towns Academy will develop and run training programmes - including online 
courses - to help partnerships more effectively organise, plan and manage their resources 
A Market Towns Think Tank will co-ordinate research and policy studies  
A Towns-for-Towns programme will help towns share knowledge and good practice 
A National Voice for Market Towns will help to influence national and regional policy 
affecting market towns as well as keeping market town partnerships up-to-date with 
development and opportunities in market town regeneration 
 



 
Benchmarking could this 
idea work in the South 
East? 

 
 
At recent events in Dorking 
Surrey and Billingshurst 
West Sussex  the Welland 
Benchmarking project was 
discussed and debated.  
This project, which won an 
AMT award in 2007, gives 
towns the tools to 
understand what makes 
their place special, whilst 
at the same time giving 
them the opportunity to 
move forward in a strategic 
way. Being internet based, 
it has been set up so that 
towns can manage the 
process year after year 
using their own resources.  
In the south east we would 
like to set up a pilot so if 
your town is interested or 
would like more 
information contact 
Margaret Morton. 
 
The Surrey Rural 
Partnership 
  
This recently established 
body has aims of 
championing Surrey’s rural 
interests and influencing 
the outcomes of the Local 
Area Agreement  
 

 

The Partnership has been 
successful in overseeing 
two successful bids 
SEEDA Rural Access to 
Services Programme 
(RASP),and  the Leader 
Programme which will 
ensure that significant 
monies will be available for  
rural Surrey. 
 
Towns round up  
Caterham ABC - 
Congratulations to the 
team as they have got 
through the first hurdle in 
their quest to secure 
funding from SEEDA 
(South East England 
Development Agency). 
The Team want to 
transform Caterham both 
the Hill and the Valley 
from, as described by a 
resident, “shabby to 
smart“. So now it is full 
steam ahead as they work 
up their full bid.  As well as 
physical improvements, 
the team are working with 
local business to stimulate 
the economy and with  
local people to organise 
community events 
including a Caterham 2009 
Festival. So watch this 
space!! For details. contact 
Caterham ABC via 
www.caterhamabc.org.uk 
 
Cranleigh and Haslemere 
Both Town Initiatives have  
been reviewing their health 
checks and developing 
new Action Plans to take 
them forward for the next 
five years, as well as 
delivering on “the day job” 
not an easy task!  But the 
end is in sight for both 
Towns and people are 

looking forward to tackling 
the new challenges 
 
Leatherhead   
Excellent progress is now 
being made on River Mole 
project which will provide a 
new walkway, 
interpretation boards and a 
picnic area. For more 
details visit the new 
Leatherhead Area 
Partnership web site 
www.leatherheadareapartn
ership.org.uk 
 
Dorking DNA   
The team have now 
started to develop their 
SEEDA bid focusing on 
revitalizing the town centre 
and looking at how to 
improve the Dorking 
“market offer” 
 
Godalming Together 
An Action Plan is now 
being finalised and the 
committee are expecting to 
produce their Report in 
September. They are 
looking forward to starting 
work on the delivery of 
projects  
 
Envisage  (Cobham, 
Downside, Oxshot and 
Stoke D’Abernon).  
The team are now collating 
all the information received 
from their general 
questionnaire.  It has 
produced a huge response 
so providing  excellent 
feedback for the Action 
Plan



Surrey Community Action  Services  – Stop Press   
 
Surrey Community Action is hosting 4 new Community Development Workers as part of a 
comprehensive action plan for eliminating discrimination and achieving equality in mental 
health care for all people of Black and Minority Ethnic status. These community 
development workers will be working very closely with the diverse BME, Gypsy & 
Travellers communities across Surrey to help improve the mental well being and quality of 
life .If you would like to know  more please contact: 
 
Charmaine Valler (Gypsy & Traveller Community Development Worker) 
Tel: 01483 459292 (Ext 202) 
Email:charmainev@surreyca.org.uk 
 
Sanoj Majeed 
Tel: 01483 459292(Ext 203) 
Email:sanojm@surreyca.org.uk 
 
Peter Koroma 
Tel: 01483 459292(Ext 214) 
Email:peterk@surreyca.org.uk 
 
Ghazala Waheed 
Tel: 01483 757461 
Email:ghazalaw@surreyca.org.uk 
 
Other useful Surrey Community Action Contacts: 

·  Funding Advice – contact Pauline   
01483 459292 ext 215, or email paulines@surreyca.org.uk 

·  Training Programme - contact Allison Enenche  
01483 459292 ext 228l or email allisone@surreyca.org.uk 

·  CRB checks – contact Anne Barry  
01483 459292 ext 213   anneb@surreyca.org.uk 
Rural Housing Enabler – contact Mona Johansson 
01483 459292 ext 226 monaj@surreyca.org.uk 

·  Voluntary Car Schemes  - contact Vicky Turton  
1483 459292  ext 221  or email  vickit@surreyca.org.uk 

·  Village and Community Halls advice – contact Doug Williams 
1483 459292 ext 225 or email  dougw@surreyca.org.uk 

·  Social Enterprise – contact Ed Baker 
1483 92 ext 204 or e mail   edwardb@surreyca.org.uk 
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