
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Celebrating Successful 
Community Action Planning 
in Surrey  
 

 
 
“A fantastic opportunity to 
meet colleagues who are 
involved in their towns and 
villages” said one of the 
delegates at the Surrey 
Community Action celebration 
lunch.  Over thirty people 
attended the event which was 
celebrating the achievements 
of volunteers who are making 
a real difference ‘on the 
ground’ to their communities. 
 
Towns Up date  Cranleigh 
and Haslemere. Both towns 
are ‘taking  stock’  and 
preparing to plan for the 
future. 
Their original reports were 
completed at the end of 2003 
so  now is an ideal time to 
review what has been 
achieved.  The teams have 

been looking at the 
key findings, 
considering those 
projects that have 
been completed, look 
at those in progress 
and questioning 
those still 
outstanding.  They 
will then be 
considering  what is 
emerging  and 
decide whether more 
serious widespread 
consultation is been 
been  looking at the 
key findings, 
considering those 
projects that have 
been completed 
looking at those in 
progress and 
questioning those 
still outstanding.   
Over eighty people 
attended the public 
meeting in 
Haslemere giving 
their views about the 
key issues for the 
future so now the 
team are preparing 
an action plan. 
 

 
 
 
Cranleigh recently 
held their public 
meeting and again 
an excellent  turnout 
respondents  
ensured the team are 
being steered in the 
right direction. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 A ’Cracking Read’ - or two  
Volunteers from the towns of 
Dorking and Caterham were 
delighted to complete their 
healthcheck reports and launch 
them to the wider public. 
 

  
 
The Dorking DNA (Dorking  
Needs Action) team launched 
their report a few months ago 
and have just recently registered 
as a company limited by 
guarantee, Dorking DNA 
Limited, so preparing for the 
next phase of their development. 
The team are concentrating on a  
number of ideas, such as  
improving access at the stations, 
providing more cycle ways, 
promoting town centre activities, 
including the market, and 
exploring ideas for a cultural and 
heritage centre.  
 
The Caterham ABC  (A Better 
Caterham) team completed their 
report a few weeks ago.  Their 
key findings have been 
crystallised into three areas of 

 
 

 
 

Contact Margaret Morton, Rural Towns Co-ordinator on 01483 459292 ext 242 or email  
margaretm@surreyca.org.uk 

 
Welcome to the Newsletter for people and organisations interested in shaping the           

future of Rural Towns in Surrey.  As well as an update about what is happening in the towns 
there are useful contacts, web links, details of funding opportunities and training 

opportunities. 
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work two of which are long 
term: the town centre 
redevelopment and working 
with Surrey County Council 
and Tandridge District Council 
to secure the development of 
a community hub in the 
Valley. This would be like a 
“one stop shop“ providing a 
number of services . 
The third project called from  
‘Shabby to Smart’ or S2S  is 
essentially concerned with the 
very visible public areas in 
both the Hill and Valley and 
giving them a  Make Over . A 
working group has been 
established and again working 
with both councils, is 
preparing to bid into the 
SEEDA (South East England 
Development Agency) small 
rural towns programme to 
secure funding. 
 
 
Leatherhead   
As part of the Leatherhead 
SEEDA bid, Surrey County 
Council has started work to 
improve bus services along 
the 479 route.  Very soon 
Real Time Passenger 
Information Technology will 
be available at the busiest bus 
stops.  A research study has 
also been commissioned to 
look into the feasibility of 
setting up a social enterprise 
company at the Leatherhead 

Club House to assist 
disadvantaged 
clients back into 
employment. 
 
Cobham A very 
enthusiastic team 
have been working 
hard over the last 
couple of months 
developing and 
piloting their general 
household 
questionnaire. The 
group has gained a 
tremendous amount 
of expertise in this 
field and are willing 
to share the 
knowledge with any 
new communities 
wishing to embark on 
this kind of exercise.  
The questionnaire 
will be delivered to all 
households in the 
Envisage area which 
is defined as  
Cobham, Downside, 
Oxshott, and Stoke 
D’Abernon, in May, 
so the team are on 
track to complete  
their findings by the 
end of the year. 
 
Godalming Having 
reviewed all the 
information collected 
to date, the 

Programme Board felt that there 
was still some work to be done.  
The Town Clerk is currently 
helping to collect data for the 
evidence base to support the 
recommendations.   The 
Steering Group are expecting to 
bring all the material together in 
a final report over the next few 
months. 
 
 
The Surrey Rural Partnership 
  
This recently established body  
has aims of championing 
Surrey’s rural interests and 
influencing the outcomes of the 
Local Area Agreement and other 
strategies which impact on rural 
Surrey.  It  is now identifying 
sources of relevant current and 
future funding. It is looking at 
how to secure monies from the 
SEEDA Rural Access to 
Services Programme (RASP), 
the Rural Development 
Programme for England (RDPE) 
and Natural England 
Programmes.   Visit the Surrey 
Community Action website for up 
to date details of what is 
happening www.surreyca.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
. 

 
Action for Market Towns new programme “Towns Alive”  – an 
innovative programme will come on stream in April 2 008 which has 
been designed to help sustain and revitalise towns.   It aims to do this in 
four ways: 
�
A Market Towns Academy will develop and run training programmes - including online 
courses - to help partnerships more effectively organise, plan and manage their resources 
A Market Towns Think Tank will co-ordinate research and policy studies  



A Towns-for-Towns programme will help towns share knowledge and good practice 
A National Voice for Market Towns will help to influence national and regional policy 
affecting market towns as well as keeping market town partnerships up-to-date with 
development and opportunities in market town regeneration. 
For more details of AMT contact: www.towns.org.uk 

 
Make an Note Now - Diary Dates for events not to be missed : 
 
Action for Surrey Rural Towns “  How to measure your town’s performance”  a 
seminar led by Catherine Hammant, Vice Chair of Action for Market Towns ( AMT) taking 
place on Tuesday 20 th May at Pippbrook in Dorking. 
 
Surrey Community Action Annual Conference  “Who’s Pulling Your Strings” – 
this highly regarded event will be taking place on Friday 20 th June  at the Royal Holloway 
College in Egham. This year’s event will be focusing on  establishing the right ingredients 
to make partnerships work. 
 
Surrey Community Action Environmental Conference  the Three Rs Reduce, 
Reuse, and Recycle  is  taking place on the Friday 18 th Septembe r at Normandy Village 
Hall.  
For details of all SCA conferences contact anneb@surreyca.org.uk 

 
Action for Market Towns (AMT)  Annual Conference  1ST  and 2 nd October  in 
Skipton is another event well worth attending.  Last year two volunteers attended the event 
from Surrey both felt it to be excellent value for money!!   This year workshops and study 
tours will be focusing on “Future choices for Market Towns” 
More details will be available shortly but do contact Margaret Morton if you would like to 
register for a bursary. 
 
Everyone a winner!! And could your town be a winner ??  Recognise the 

achievements of your market town through the South East Market Town Awards which 
were launched 31st March 2008 at a Rural Towns Networking & Information event in 
Hayling Island. CLOSING DATE: FRIDAY 23 RD MAY 

 
 For more information  about all AMT events  contact Anna.McGowan@towns.org.uk    
 

Surrey Community Action  Services  – a reminder that Surrey Community 
Action can support your organisation in many different ways 
 
If you live in a village and are interested in affordable housing, why not contact our Rural 
Housing Enabler, Mona Johansson? Mona provides advice of a general nature and also 
specifically assists with parish housing needs surveys, site searches and community 
consultation. Contact Mona on 01483 459292 ext .226 or by email monaj@surreyca.org.uk 
 
Other useful contacts: 

·  Funding Advice – contact Pauline   
01483 459292 ext 215, or email paulines@surreyca.org.uk 

·  Training Programme - contact Allison Enenche  



01483 459292 ext 228 l or email allisone@surreyca.org.uk 
·  CRB checks – contact Linda Proctor  
·  01483 459292 ext 213   lindap@surreyca.org.uk 
·  Voluntary Car Scheme - contact Vicky Turton  

01483 459292  ext 221  or email  vickit@surreyca.org.uk 
·  Village and Community Halls advice – contact Doug Williams 

01483 459292 ext 225 or email  dougw@surreyca.org.uk 
·  Social Enterprise – contact Ed Baker 

01483 459292 ext 204 or e mail   edwardb@surreyca.org.uk 
·  Payroll Service – contact Yvette How 

01483 459292 ext 232 or email yvetteh@surreyca.org.uk 
 

And don’t forget Surrey’s Village of the Year Compe tition  
 
Do you know of any village that has a caring, vibrant community?  Then why not 
enter?  It’s your community that counts.  Cash prizes! The process has been 
simplified – deadline for entries 30 May 2008.  Contact Anne Barry 01483 459292 ext 
215 or e mail anneb@surreyca.org.uk 

Key Town Contacts        Chair Steering Group  Co-o rdinator 
Cranleigh  
www.Cranleighvillage.net 

Andy Skilton 
 

Julie Cook 

Haslemere 
www.haslemere.com 

Melanie Odell 
 

Yvette Ortel 

Leatherhead 
www.leatherheadtomorrow.co.uk 

Colin Langley 
 

 

Dorking 
www.dorkingdna.org 

Andy Tanner  

Caterham 
www.caterhamabc.org.uk 

Chris Windridge  

Godalming 
www.Godalmingtogether.org.uk 

Jane Thompson  

Cobham 
www.envisage.org.uk 
 

Nick Driver  Leslie Askew 
 

Farnham – Contact Sheila Rayner for more details Sheila.rayner@farnham.gov.uk or 
phone on 01252 712667 
 
For more details on any of the above information contact Margaret Morton, the Rural 
Towns Co-ordinator, on 01483 459292 ext 242 or e-mail: margaretm@surreyca.org.uk 
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