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Fuller’s Surrey Village of the Year 2011 Competition 


Entry Form & Guidelines

Sponsored by Fuller’s

Introduction
Welcome to the Fullers Surrey Village of the Year 2011 Competition.  We sincerely hope that you will enjoy and benefit from entering the competition.
Comments from Previous Winners

2010 – Tatsfield
“When deciding whether or not to enter we all agreed that, although it would be nice to win the competition, that wasn’t the point for us. We thought that bringing together and celebrating what makes our village a real community would be an end in itself. So it proved, but winning has been the icing on the cake and the recognition that we really are special has encouraged us to yet further community and neighbourly initiatives.” Carol Jordan, Tatsfield
2009 – Ewhurst

“Ewhurst is a very special village -  we are not a chocolate box  village - it is unlikely we would ever win a prize in a prettiest village competition- but like the plain girl at a party we make the best use of the assets that we do have - a generous caring community - interested in the needs of the people within it - ready to listen - a community with a heart.” – Victoria Helstrip, Ewhurst

2008 -  Hambledon 

“A tangible recognition of the contribution which so many people had made to so many aspects of village life over so many years;  prompting the village to revisit its sense of purpose. 

The contributions which the cash prizes for winning both the Surrey and the sustainability section of the Southern Regional competitions had made to the Village Community Fund.” - Jane Woolley, Hambledon
Hambledon also received a royal visit from Princess Alexandra as a result of winning the competition in 2008.

2007 – Ripley

“Winning the Surrey Village of the Year in 2007 was like painting a smile on the whole village.  Not only did all sections of the community feel overwhelmed by the recognition, but it inspired many people to become more involved in their village and to spearhead new initiatives such as starting a committee to plan and fundraise for the new village hall.   The Village Community Notice board outside the Post Office in the centre of the Village which incorporates our plaque is a daily reminder of this fantastic achievement.” – Lisanne Mealing, Ripley
Entry Conditions
The judges are looking for:-
“Well balanced, pro-active, caring village communities which, irrespective of size, are making the best of local opportunities in order to enhance and sustain a better quality of life for all inhabitants.”

Competing villages must not have a population of more than 5,000.

Judging will take place during May, June and early July.  During this period, the panel of judges will visit your village.

No results will be announced until the Fullers Surrey Village of the Year
Awards on 10 September 2011 at Tatsfield (2010 winners), when village representatives will be invited to celebrate their community’s achievements.

How your entry is assessed
All Fuller’s Surrey Village of the Year competition judges have been selected because of their experience of and background with village competitions and the organisations involved with running those events.

The judges are independent and give their services to the Fuller’s Surrey Village of the Year competition on a voluntary basis.  The Organisers do not influence the judging teams in their task and abide by their decisions.  The Judges’ decision is final and no reasons will be given.

Feedback to villages will be provided upon request after the Fullers Surrey Village of the Year Awards on 10 September (subject to no unforeseen circumstances).

Prizes
Overall winner:  £500

Category winners: Up to £200 each for the winners of the Community, Business, Sustainability and Communications categories.   Category Prizes will be given to small villages (population less than 1200 ), medium villages (population up to 3000) and larger villages (population up to 5000) so every village has a chance to win!

Why Enter?

The competition gives the County’s rural communities the chance to put their village through its paces.  It is a search for the most vibrant, enterprising and sustainable communities but, as with all competitions, it’s the taking part that counts.   All entrants reap real benefits from working together as a village, engendering a genuine sense of community spirit.
This is a chance to road test your village – to find new opportunities for improvement and keep your community going from strength to strength.

The following is a guide to what the judges will be looking for.
Community – a better place to live (50% of marks awarded in this section)
· What local facilities, services and activities are available, e.g. crèche, pre-school groups, youth groups, other?  How are these supported by your community?

· Are young people encouraged to be involved in decision making forums which affect their role in village life?  How are the needs of young people assessed?

· What facilities, services and activities are available for senior citizens in your village, e.g. Car schemes, home help, social clubs?

· Is there a forum which focuses decision-making processes?

· Does your village suffer from anti social behaviour?  How do you deal with low level crime such as graffiti and criminal damage?

· Are senior citizens involved in village activities and what part do they play in the life of your village?

Business – a better place to work
· What part do local businesses play in the life of the village, e.g. village pub, Post Office, farm, industrial enterprises, working from home?

· How are businesses supportive of community life?

· What employment opportunities do these businesses offer to local people? Approximately how many local people are employed?

· Are there any community businesses or opportunities for community businesses in the village?

· What kind of benefits, either real or potential, does or will the community business provide to residents?

Sustainability – a better future 
· What has been, or is currently being undertaken in your community to help protect and improve the local and global environment?

· Are there areas of special conservation?  Who manages them?  Tell us about policy and practice of conservation in your village. How do village people become involved?
· Are there any energy saving initiatives, eco builds, local sourcing, water conservation, community/ public transport/green travel plans?
Communications - being in contact

· What do you do to welcome ALL new residents into the community life?  How do they find out about your community and what is going on?

· What measures does your Community Council take to ensure that all sections of the community have their say in village life?  How do they pass information on to the whole community?  

· How do people in need of care, help and support within your community find out what organised services are available to assist them?

· What benefits does the village gain from information communication technology,  e.g. tourism, provision of email, local communications within the village and surrounding area, business, environmental, other ideas? 

· In what other innovative ways is ICT being used – perhaps SMS alerts, web cams etc?

About the Judges Visit

The judges will spend up to two hours listening to your presentation and this time also includes questions and hospitality. 

If you feel that your case will be helped by showing the judges aspects of your village this must be accommodated within the two hours. It will save you time if you have transport organised in advance. As a general rule, although judges will be interested to see a village, they have really come to hear from the village people about community life. Do not use up your precious time with too much historical background.

The time given may seem short but it does help everyone to focus and it means that each village gets the same treatment.  Please therefore keep your presentation to the time allowed. The judging team will be expecting you to keep to the time allocated.

The style and format of your presentation is entirely up to you. Please remember that this is your opportunity to tell the judges what your community has achieved. Plan your presentation and involve as many organisations and individuals representative of your community.

There are no limits on the number of people who can be present or who can speak. We have found that some villages like to have representatives from different organisations to make “mini” presentations on their particular roles in village life. Others have made presentations using three or four key speakers. Limit each speaker to a set time.

Some villages have mounted successful presentations by inviting organisations to arrange displays (usually in the village hall) and have representatives present to speak to the judges.

The size of the presentation audience has varied from two to two hundred, depending upon style of presentation chosen. If villagers are interested in coming along, please feel free to encourage them.

What is important to the judges is the impression of your village they take away with them. Use the presentation to make your village “come to life” A good yardstick might be – make the judges feel they want to live in your village – it’s that good!

If you wish to provide light refreshments to the judges during their two hour visit, this will be much appreciated. However, they will not be able to give marks for the quality of the biscuits or sandwiches, no matter how good!

Entry village details

Please complete ALL of the details below and send to: Emily Ayres, Communities Team Administrator, Surrey Community Action, Astolat, Coniers Way, Burpham, Guildford GU4 7HL by 15 April 2011.
Entries received after this date may not be considered.
Name of your village: ……………………………………………………………………………………………….
Your village website address: …………………………………………………………………………………..

Postcode of the centre of your village: ……………………………………………………………………..

Population of village (total pop): ……………………………….

Village Organiser’s contact details

Name: ….………………………………………………………………………………………………

Address: ……….…………………….………..………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Postcode: ………………………………………………….………………………………………………

Telephone no(s): day: …………………………….…Eve:………………………………… ..……….………………………………….

Mobile number for the Judges and/or the Competition Coordinator to be able to contact you in case of an emergency: …………………………………………………………………………………………………
Email  address: …………………………………………………………………….……………………………
DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998

I consent to the holding of my contact details on computer and on any other relevant filing system.  I understand that my details will only be used in connection with the competition and will not be disclosed to a third party.  Village Organiser to sign
………………………………………………………………………………………..  
Completion of this page is optional

“WHAT MAKES MY VILLAGE SPECIAL”

Community spirit is a result of a number of factors. To help the judges compose a stronger picture of how your community operates, you may submit a short analysis telling us WHAT MAKES YOUR VILLAGE SPECIAL.  (Optional)

Explain what your community considers its strengths and weaknesses, as well as its opportunities and threats.  
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