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PRESS RELEASE – 3rd January 2006

£250,000 available to Community Projects in Surrey

	[image: image2.jpg]



	Picture shows children at the Spelthorne Millennium After School Club at play.




Surrey Community Action administers three grant funds - Global Grants, Local Network Fund and Sport Relief for grassroots voluntary, community and self-help groups based in Surrey.  £250,000 is available to community and voluntary groups in Spring 2006.  

Global Grants

Groups supporting people who are not in paid work could benefit from Surrey Global Grants – part of the European Social Fund.  The fund supports local community groups who provide opportunities for people not in paid work who live in targeted areas of Surrey to develop their skills and self-confidence so they can progress towards paid work, voluntary work or training. There is up to £160,000 to allocate in Spring 2006.  

Examples of projects currently funded include: £3,632.88 to Beit Noor to deliver computer, parenting, nutrition, budgeting, sewing and literacy and numeracy classes through a community drop-in for local people living in Merstham, £1,755.00 to Independent Housing Opportunities Tandridge to provide 1-1 IT tuition for people with physical and / or learning disabilities and £10,000 to the Lighthouse Project in Epsom for a mentoring programme for young adults.

Local Network Fund

Groups supporting disadvantaged children could benefit from the Local Network Fund. The fund supports small local voluntary and community groups in setting up and running activities or projects for disadvantaged children and young people and is funded by the Department for Education & Skills.  There is £75,000 to allocate in Spring 2006.  

Examples of projects currently funded include: £6,500 to Eashing Yoofie to run a new programme of activities for young people attending a youth club in Godalming, £2,896 to the Old Dean Advice Centre to provide a new mother and toddler group for children and parents and £7,000 to Spelthorne Millennium After School Club to provide high quality after-school care for children with severe disabilities and increase the number of available places in the club.

Sport Relief

Sport Relief, part of Comic Relief, supports projects that use sport or exercise to strengthen communities and provide opportunities for people who are either excluded or disadvantaged and there is over £15,000 to allocate in Spring 2006.  Examples of projects currently funded include £510 to West Horsley Wheel of Care for a movement to music class for older people and £1,080 to All Saints Family Project for a keep-fit project.

All three grant funds are aimed at small grassroots community groups.  Surrey Community Action’s Grants & Funding Team will offer groups support with the application form, planning their project and managing their grant.  For many groups recently funded this was the first time they applied for a grant.  

To find out more or to discuss a project idea please contact Eleanor Jones, Grants & Funding Manager at Surrey Community Action on 01483 459292 ext 235; Email eleanorj@surreyca.org.uk; Website www.surreyca.org.uk.  

Surrey Community Action is resourcing the Voluntary and Community Sector across Surrey through access to advice, funding, training and advocacy.

