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PRESS RELEASE: 8th November 2005

Toy Library receives over £6,000 to buy Specialist Toys and Equipment
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	Joseph from Henry Tyndale School enjoying the toys at Merry Go Round Toy Library, Frimley.


Merry Go Round Toy Library in Frimley, which loans toys and educational aids to children and young adults with special needs, was recently awarded just over £6,200 from the Local Network Fund to purchase specialist sensory equipment, soft play and special toys.

The toy library, set up in 1976, operates from the Frimley Children’s Centre and is run by eight volunteers for the benefit of children from local children’s groups, special schools and families. Up until now they have raised funds by regular sales of donated toys and clothes, limiting their spending on new stock, but are now able to buy some specialist items that will benefit the most disadvantaged children.

Susan Wilkins, Toy Librarian, commented: “The money will be wonderful. We will be able to replace some of the really expensive sensory items that have broken and also we can buy new equipment that we’ve wanted but haven’t been able to afford. We will also be buying some specialist CD-Roms that parents of autistic children have asked for such as ‘Communicating with Pictures’.”

Amongst the community groups that use the toy library are the Ark Nursery, Mytchett, Jack and Jill in Ash and The Genesis Group in Woking.

Julie Evans, a teacher from Henry Tyndale School, and previously at Portesbery School, Camberley, has been bringing groups of children to the toy library for 18 years. Julie added: “Some of the children who visit the library have severe needs and can borrow some varied and specialist toys that would be very expensive to buy. By coming here they can enjoy playing with a variety of different toys and have fun at the same time. The toy library helps to keep classrooms interesting and varied throughout the year.”

The Local Network Fund provides grants of between £250 and £7,000 to community groups, voluntary groups and self help groups who are working with disadvantaged children and young people. Groups can find out more about the fund by contacting Sarah Crabb from Surrey Community Action on 07917 366612.

If you have any good quality children’s toys, equipment or clothes that you would like to donate to the Merry Go Round Toy Library sale please contact the toy library on 01483 782936.

Surrey Community Action is resourcing the Voluntary and Community Sector across Surrey through access to advice, training, funding and advocacy.

For further information please contact Sarah Crabb, Local Network Fund Outreach & Support Worker, Surrey Community Action, Astolat House, Coniers Way, New Inn Lane, Burpham, Guildford GU4 7HL    

Tel 07917 366612    email: sarahcrabb@surreyca.org.uk

