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Special needs After School Club receive £7,000 to secure their future
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	Children at the Spelthorne Millennium After School Club at play


The Spelthorne Millennium After School Club for children with special needs was recently awarded £7,000 from the Local Network Fund, administered in Surrey by Surrey Community Action.

The club, which provides high quality after school care for children with disabilities has been able to expand from eight places to twelve places to give more disabled children the opportunity to have a leisure activity. This includes the employment of four new sessional staff. The fund has also enabled them to secure the employment of two specialist staff who have worked at the club since it started in 2000 but whose involvement was in jeopardy due to lack of funding.

Mrs Wendy Pyke, club treasurer and volunteer comments “There is no other specialist after school provision for children with disabilities in this area. Our children are often very isolated and in great need of help and opportunities. By increasing our intake from eight to twelve children we have been able to clear our year long waiting list. The funding has also ensured the future of the club by securing the specialist staff we need to continue.”

Sam Lorberg, Millennium After School Club Supervisor adds “This club gives our children a chance to socialise and make friends outside school. It is often the only chance they get. We gear all our activities to meet the children’s special needs and give them a chance to take part in organised play. We’re delighted to be able to offer the facility to more children.”

The club is held on a Monday and Thursday evening at Manor Mead school. Children come from all over Spelthorne and are brought to the club from a variety of schools across Surrey. The club hires Manor Mead’s facilities, including their kitchen and soft play area.

The Local Network Fund provides grants of between £250 and £7,000 to community groups, voluntary groups and self help groups who are working with disadvantaged children and young people. Groups can find out more about the fund by contacting Sarah Crabb from Surrey Community Action on 07917 366612.

Surrey Community Action is resourcing the voluntary and community sector across Surrey through access to advice, training, funding and advocacy.

For more information Contact: Sarah Crabb, Surrey Community Action, Astolat, Coniers Way, Burpham, Guildford, GU4 7HL.  Tel: 07917 366612, email: sarahcrabb@surreyca.org.uk

