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PRESS RELEASE: 11th October 2005

Results of Research into Support Services for the Voluntary & Community Sector in Surrey

More help with funding advice and recruiting more volunteers are the two support services most needed by the voluntary and community sector in Surrey, according to a new survey published recently.

Approximately fifty local voluntary and community groups heard from consultants 

Gardiner and Saunders at an event held on the 6th October in Leatherhead to launch the second stage of the Surrey response to the government initiative Change Up.  The local Infrastructure Consortium, which has led the work since April 2004, is developing a plan to outline what services or support frontline organisations will need for the next few years.

Concern was raised at the meeting by several smaller organisations that they were often too busy dealing with day to day issues to have time to fully understand the implications of the research.  Jean Roberts-Jones, Chair of the consortium and Chief Executive of Surrey Community Action said: “We do understand the difficulty of trying to input into such an exercise, but it is important for small organisations to tell us what they want or might need over the coming years in order for local infrastructures such as Councils of Voluntary Service and Surrey Council of Voluntary Youth Services to be able to plan.”

The draft report has been sent to over 3000 voluntary and community groups for their review during the next stage of the research, which is a consultation period ending on 14th December ’05.  Further copies of the report are available from Surrey Community Action at the address below. 

Astolat, 

Coniers Way

Burpham,

Guildford

GU4 7HL

Tel: 01483 566072

Or it can be downloaded from www.surreyca.org.uk 

Surrey Community Action is resourcing the voluntary and community sector across Surrey through access to advice, training, funding and advocacy.

For more information contact Jean Roberts-Jones at Surrey Community Action on 01483 459292 ext 200, email jeanr@surreyca.org.uk

