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PRESS RELEASE: 27th September 2005

Presentation of Awards to the Winners of the 2005 Surrey Village of the Year Competition 

The presentation of the awards for the 2005 Surrey Village of the Year competition took place on Thursday 22nd September at Peaslake Village Hall.  The awards were presented by the Lord Lieutenant of Surrey, Mrs Sarah Goad, accompanied by Jean Roberts-Jones, Chief Executive of Surrey Community Action, which organised the competition in Surrey.

The Calor Village of the Year® 2005 for Surrey was Brockham, with close runners-up Buckland, Chiddingfold and Lingfield.  Winner of the ‘Building Community Life’ section sponsored by Defra (Department for the Environment, Food & Rural Affairs) was Thursley.  The winners each received a certificate, a wooden plaque and a cheque - £250 for the overall winner, £250 for the winner of the ‘Building Community Life’ section and £50 for each of the runners-up.  (Please see attached notes on each of the Villages and why the judges selected them).

Before she handed out the awards, Mrs Sarah Goad said ‘There are many challenges to village life these days, young people find it hard to remain in the area due to the high cost of

accommodation, shops find it hard to remain viable and village halls find it hard to keep up with new legislation, so it is very pleasing to celebrate villages which are working together to keep their villages thriving and a nice place to live.  We congratulate the prize winners and thank all of the villages that have taken part.  We would also like to thank the judges, as we appreciate the time and trouble they take visiting and assessing the villages.’

The competition, sponsored by Calor, judged communities on six aspects of village life with categories in Building Community Life, Business, Young People, Older People, the Environment and, new for 2005, Information Communication Technology.  Jean Roberts-Jones commented ‘The competition is not about actual amenities, it is about community life in villages in Surrey and what makes them special.  Prizes aside, it’s an opportunity for people to celebrate all the positive aspects of life in their village and say ‘well done’ to those that get community projects up and running.’
Speakers at the event included Mike Shevlane, Area Network Manager of Calor, which organises and funds the Calor Village of the Year® for England competition.  Mike spoke of the background to the competition, now in its ninth year and explained that the 2005 Surrey Village of the Year (Brockham) will have the opportunity now to go forward and represent the county in the prestigious national Calor Village of the Year® for England competition. Initial judging for the national competition takes place during October with the results announced on Tuesday 6th December at an awards event in London. Thanks to Defra’s involvement, 2005 marks the first year in the competition’s history that every village in England has the opportunity to enter the English Calor Village of the Year® competition, which this year has a prize fund of over £36,000. 

Tim Prideaux, Chair of Surrey Community Action rounded off the event by stating that Surrey Community Action hopes to organise the event again next year and will be recruiting judges in November. 

Further information regarding the competition is available from Jean Roberts-Jones on 01483 459292 ext 200 or email jeanr@surreyca.org.uk 

Surrey Community Action is resourcing the voluntary and community sector across Surrey through access to advice, training, funding and advocacy.
For more information contact: Jean Roberts-Jones, Chief Executive, Surrey Community Action, Astolat, Coniers Way, Burpham, Guildford, Surrey GU4 7HL.  Tel 01483 4549292 ext 200    email jeanr@surreyca.org.uk
Notes:

Calor Village of the Year®

Calor, the leading supplier of LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) to those living and working in the countryside, has supported rural activities in England, Scotland and Wales for 19 years through its Rural Sponsorship programme, which includes the English and Welsh Calor Village of the Year® competitions and the Calor Scottish Community of the Year competition. 

The English Calor Village of the Year® competition, now in its ninth year, was founded and developed by Calor, and is organised and funded by the company on an annual basis.

Entry to the English Calor Village of the Year® competition is through the existing county competition network.

In 2005, Defra (Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) is providing Calor with additional funding to enhance the community life element of the competition, which has led to the launch of the newly established Building Community Life category. Defra’s special aim is to encourage the inclusion of all groups and individuals into the fabric of rural community life - building cohesive and mutually supportive communities. Thanks to Defra’s involvement, 2005 marks the first year in the competition’s history that every village in England has the opportunity to enter the English Calor Village of the Year® competition.

The national Calor Village of the Year® judges look for well-balanced, pro-active, caring communities which, irrespective of size, have made the best of local opportunities to maintain and enhance the quality of life for all residents.

The prize money for the 2005 English Calor Village of the Year® competition alone stands at over £36,000. First prize is £6,000 with £1,500 going to each of five regional winners. In addition, there are five category prizes of £500 within each region (covering Business, Environment, Care for Older People, Care for Young People and Information Communications Technology), and a prize of  £750 for the winner of the Building Community Life category in each of the five regions. The five regional winners of the Business category are judged for the Calor in Association with Business in the Community Award which is £1,000 plus business consultancy advice. The five regional winners of the Information Communications Technology category are judged to find an overall winner, the award for which is £1,000. There is also, thanks to the Defra support, a prize of £2,000 for an overall Building Community Life winner, which is selected from the five regional winners.

For general information on the English and Welsh Calor Village of the Year® competitions:

email: info@calorvillageoftheyear.org
  tel: 01926 318634
visit: www.calorvillageoftheyear.org

For more information on the Calor Scottish Community of the Year competition:

visit: www.communityoftheyear.co.uk

For more information on Defra:

visit: www.defra.gov.uk or for information specific to rural affairs visit: www.defra.gov.uk/rural/default.htm

Notes on Villages – Surrey Village of the Year Awards ‘05

Brockham – Village of the Year

· Population 2300

· Large number of professional people working from home so use free time during the day to support local amenities

· Good companions’ scheme – welcome home from hospital, special birthday cards, New Year party for all pensioners

· Quality service from local shop including home deliveries

· Excellent bonfire that people start collecting garden waste for in September, monies collected are used for charitable purposes around the village

Buckland – Runner up

· Population 500

· New composting facility in partnership with local garden centre

· Main road a problem so developed a Speedwatch scheme, working with the police

Chiddingfold – Runner up

· Population 2200

· Good neighbours’ scheme run by the churches

· Sports teams, looking to improve facilities when one of the churches is altered

· Planning for additional affordable houses, plus re-housing for older people

· Parish council helpful with regard to the siting of a new surgery

Lingfield – Runner up

· Population 4200

· Parish Council converted building into Parish Office, with meeting room and IT access, where Meals on Wheels cooked, Tuesday and Sunday lunch clubs

· Fun run involving other villages – funds raised support 4 mini buses

· Very impressive primary school, keen interest in the environment

Thursley  - Building Community Life

· Population 500

· Informal inclusive support, very enthusiastic – good examples of Community Spirit

· ‘Three Horseshoes’ bought by a partnership to preserve ‘heart’ of the village, good meeting place

· Website special mention
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