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PRESS RELEASE: 15th March 2007

ARE YOU A COMMUNITY CHAMPION?

Following a very successful initial year, Surrey Community Action is about to embark on a further year delivering the Community Champions Fund across Surrey.  

Community Champions is funded by the Department for Education and Skills and is a small grant awarded to individual volunteers who have the seed of an idea for a project which will benefit their community and, by delivering the project, will enable the Champion to gain increased skills.

Fifteen Champions have already been awarded grants of between £700 to £2,000 for a wide range of projects.

One Community Champion, Tony is working with African refugee families in the Epsom area.  Through performing arts (storytelling, drama, dance and drumming), he hopes to enthuse the children and encourage active learning, building self-esteem and a desire to learn more.  At the same time, Tony wants to equip the parents with the necessary skills to engage and support their children in school and to develop self-help schemes as a long term strategy.

Shirley is another Community Champion.  She received £1,000 to develop a social meeting group for the Chinese community in Woking.  The group meet weekly and take part in regular exercise sessions and get a taste for a range of other activities including flower arranging, health and beauty, card making and cooking.  Other events have included a Spa Evening and children’s holiday activities.  

Anyone can apply for a Community Champions grant, but especially those who are members of a Black and Minority Ethnic group, Gypsies and Travellers, Asylum Seekers, Minority Faith groups and those who live in socially excluded rural areas.  If, like Tony and Shirley, you have an idea which would benefit both you and your community and you need a small amount of funding to get it going, please contact Sarah Clarke on 01483 459292 ext 202 or email her at sarahc@surreyca.org.uk to discuss your idea.  Full support from Sarah and Surrey Community Action is available to plan and develop your idea.

Surrey Community Action is resourcing the Voluntary and Community Sector across Surrey through access to advice, funding, training and advocacy.

Surrey Community Action actively promotes volunteering and the details of local volunteer centres in Surrey are on our website www.surreyca.org.uk/vb.htm Help is especially needed in health or as a school governor.

