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PRESS RELEASE:  27th FEBRUARY 2007

AFRICA COMES TO PARK BARN

A resident of Park Barn, Mr Alfred Cudjoe, recently organised a cultural event at Park Barn Community Centre funded by a Community Champions grant and supported by Surrey Community Action.
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Community Champions is funded by the Department for Education and Skills and is a small grant to enable individual volunteers to promote community integration.  Locally, the grant enabled organisers to exhibit to residents of Park Barn and the general public African food, costume, games, films and music. 
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Thanks to “African Day in Park Barn,” as the event was called, participants had a taste of African dishes and snacks like jollof rice, banku, gari foto, plantain chips and coconut cake. There were also all kinds of African costume and games on display while a film entitled “Love Brewed in the African Pot” was showing in the background.



“African Day in Park Barn” attracted personalities like the Vicar of St Clare’s Church in Park Barn, Rev Stephen Pownall, Sarah Clarke of Surrey Community Action and a group from African Support Services.

A number of participants spoken to thought the organisation of the event was a good idea and wished it could take place periodically, at least annually. One young visitor described the food as “really yummy, especially the plantain chips which I haven’t tried before”.

On his part, Mr Cudjoe thanked the sponsors for giving him the opportunity to advertise African culture to the people of Park Barn and the general public.

***********************************************************

Surrey Community Action is resourcing the voluntary and community sector across Surrey through access to advice, training, funding and advocacy.  If you are interested in volunteering the details of local volunteer centres in Surrey are on our website: www.surreyca.org.uk/vb.htm Help is especially needed in health or as a school governor.
