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PRESS RELEASE: 15th February 2007

Free Courses Available for Women!

Are You Looking for a Job or Want to Start Your own Business?

A free programme of awareness days and training courses for women will be available in the Spring for those interested in the opportunities offered by social enterprise - either for employment or to start a business.

The first free awareness event is on Friday 23rd March and will be held in Burpham near Guildford. The events are being run by Surrey Community Action. The awareness days will provide an understanding of what social enterprise is, where to find more advice and training, encouragement from the speakers to have a go, what to do next and a chance to meet and talk to like-minded people. 

The training courses cover the essentials of setting up and starting a social enterprise - negotiation and planning skills, support services, identifying markets and customers, sales and marketing, creating simple business plans, sources of finance. They will also help participants develop their personal skills in areas of confidence building and negotiation. The first course will start in the second half of April and will consist of ten half day sessions.

Surrey Community Action will also help people who attend the courses find work experience and to start their own social enterprise.

Further awareness events and training courses will be held in the Redhill area starting in May.

Social enterprises are businesses that have a social purpose - which can be to benefit their employees or the local community or both. Some are businesses and some are charities or community groups which are generating income through trading to raise funds. Social enterprises offer people job opportunities and the chance to start their own business, however small, that will benefit their communities. 

Anyone interested in finding out more should contact Peter Smith at Surrey Community Action on 01483 459292 ext 224 or email peters@surreyca.org.uk. 

Surrey Community Action is resourcing the voluntary and community sector across Surrey through access to advice, training, funding and advocacy.  If you are interested in volunteering the details of local volunteer centres in Surrey are on our website: www.surreyca.org.uk/vb.htm Help is especially needed in health or as a school governor.
