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Press Release: 30th August 2005

Surrey Voluntary Groups give views on Funding Advice and Prize Draw Winner is announced

Prizes are on their way to the voluntary sector organisation whose name was drawn at random from the 330 replies in the recent Funding and Support Advice survey.  A big thank you goes to all who took part.

“We are very grateful for their interest, especially when they are so busy”, said Council of Voluntary Service and Volunteer Bureau Development Manager Sonia Hubbard, a member of the Funding and Support Group.

An executive summary of the report, undertaken by consultancy firm, R & J M Staker, will be available shortly on the Surrey Community Action website www.surreyca.org.uk
Needs identified by the research* include knowing where to go to get help and direct help with filling in application forms.  The steering group will be looking at all the points raised and will be working with their colleagues to try to address these over the coming months.

Tim Prideaux, Chair of Surrey Community Action, who are hosting this work, named Abbeyfield Oxted and Limpsfield Society as the winner. Recommendations from the report will be fed into Surrey’s Infrastructure Development Plan for voluntary and community groups. 

This is a wider reaching report covering the support needs of the voluntary and community sector and will be sent to the Active Community Unit in March 2006. A draft report will be available for consultation at the end of September. Anyone wishing to see this draft report should contact Jean Roberts-Jones at Surrey Community Action on 01483 459292 ext 200 or email jeanr@surreyca.org.uk 

Notes

Funding and Support Advice Survey – carried out by R & J M Staker in 

May/June 05.

383 responses: 317 voluntary organisations, 66 providers or support organisations and providers (both) of which 330 were eligible for the Prize Draw

Sources of Funding Advice
119 use either local Council of Voluntary Service or Surrey Community Action 
75 use local Boroughs or Districts 
66 use Surrey County Council 

(could tick more than one box)

Both providers of funding advice and those requesting it thought that the most important improvement would be a better follow up service to help organisations prepare for bids (25% ranked it first).

Surrey Community Action is resourcing the Voluntary & Community Sector across Surrey through access to advice, training, funding and advocacy.

