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PRESS RELEASE: 4th January 2007

Farnham Toy Library finds funding to stop closure
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Picture shows volunteers, Caroline Grafham (left) and Vanessa Thorpe (right) with Ben, Michael, Grace and Rosie.

Farnham Toy Library was recently awarded £2,740 by the Local Network Fund to buy much needed toys and equipment, cover their running costs and help with the cost of advertising.

The long standing toy library, which operates from Hale Village Hall, was in desperate need of a boost. The toy library almost closed in November 2005 because of difficulties finding parent volunteers and the constant challenge of raising funds to cover its costs.

After asking members how they could improve the facility, the toy library applied to the Local Network Fund for safety barriers to allow older children to play safely away from babies, seating for children, particularly those with special needs and money to replace lost, broken and worn out toys. They also included the cost of first aid training for their volunteer helpers, rent for 2007 and promotional costs to advertise the toy library to local residents.

Vanessa Thorpe, Secretary says “The new toys have been racing off the shelves. We were in real need as children love to be able to take home large, exciting toys. But the toys get battered and worn out over time. Our toy library gives local children the opportunity to play with a huge range of toys that just wouldn’t be available to them otherwise.”

Jules, a local mother, comments “My child loves making things at the craft table the volunteers set up each week. Coming here gives the kids something to do and helps me to make local friends.”

The toy library’s future looks set for the coming year. New members are joining and the children are enjoying a wide range of new toys. Older children can let off steam on push and ride toys behind the safety barriers, keeping babies out of harm’s reach.

To find out more about the toy library’s opening times call Vanessa Thorpe on 01252 711217. They would be happy to welcome more visitors.

The Local Network Fund is a Department for Education and Skills initiative that provides grants of between £250 and £7,000 to enable communities to develop projects and activities for children and young people with limited opportunities or access to services that many young people take for granted. The fund is administered in Surrey by Surrey Community Action.

Groups can find out more about the fund by contacting Sarah Crabb from Surrey Community Action on 07917 366612 or email sarahcrabb@surreyca.org.uk

Surrey Community Action is resourcing the voluntary and community sector across Surrey through access to advice, training, funding and advocacy.  If you are interested in volunteering the details of local volunteer centres in Surrey are on our website: www.surreyca.org.uk/vb.htm Help is especially needed in health or as a school governor.
