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Press Release: 23rd November 2006

Young STARS of St John’s Estate have a great day out for free

	Young people from the St John’s Estate with Stuart Hoare, vice chairperson of STARS, Paul – a STARS committee member and a parent volunteer.
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The young people of the St John’s Estate, Walton-on-Thames enjoyed a fun packed day out and didn’t have to pay a penny. Twenty-nine kids aged between 11 and 17 years spent a day during half term at the Spectrum Leisure Centre in Guildford. The trip was organised by STARS, the Estate’s residents’ group, who successfully bid to the Local Network Fund for £6,911.40 to take their children and young people on a range of trips and activities throughout the year.

The day at the Spectrum included skating, swimming and bowling, with a break for lunch.

Samantha Aylward, Secretary of STARS said ‘It proved to all of us that the young people of the estate are good kids that just need people to trust and respect them. Given something interesting and fun to do, they prove what lovely kids they are, enjoying activities they should be doing to enjoy their childhood, instead of hanging around the streets getting into trouble. We are more than happy to continue taking the kids on activity days. The biggest rule of the day was to have fun- and that is exactly what we had!'

Barbara Cobbett, Chairperson of STARS adds ‘Our aim is to make the young people of the estate feel part of their community. Bringing them together to enjoy positive activities like these encourages a sense of community spirit and belonging.’

The young people all agreed that they had had a brilliant day. Other activities are planned for children of all age ranges, including a trip to the pantomime at Christmas and an Easter Egg activity day in the Easter holidays.

The Local Network Fund provides grants of between £250 and £7,000 to enable communities to develop projects and activities for children and young people with limited opportunities or access to services that many young people take for granted. The fund is administered in Surrey by Surrey Community Action.

Groups can find out more about the fund by contacting Sarah Crabb from Surrey Community Action.

Tel: 07917 366612

Email: sarahcrabb@surreyca.org.uk 

Surrey Community Action is resourcing the voluntary and community sector across Surrey through access to advice, training, funding and advocacy.  If you are interested in volunteering the details of local volunteer centres in Surrey are on our website: www.surreyca.org.uk/vb.htm
