	
[image: image1.png]SURREY >

COMMUNITY
/ ACTION




Press Release: 10 October 2006

Surrey’s Top Villages Revealed
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The winning villages in the 2006 Calor Surrey Village of the Year competition have been revealed at a presentation event held on Tuesday 26th September at Brockham Village Hall. 

The competition is organised by Surrey Community Action and sponsored by Calor – the UK’s leading supplier of LPG (liquefied petroleum gas). The competition judged communities on six aspects of village life with categories in Building Community Life, Business, Young People, Older People, the Environment and Information Communication Technology (ICT). 
Having visited each of the villages which entered this year’s competition, the judges had the difficult task of selecting the winners.  The range of activities found in Surrey communities, however small, was enormous but eventually they decided that Lingfield, as the overall winner, should be awarded the prestigious title of 2006 Calor Surrey Village of the Year.  Lingfield won because it has a thriving and passionate community that embraces disadvantaged groups.

The full results of the competition are as follows:

Winner



Lingfield
Runner up



Worplesdon
Commended



Buckland
Commended



Godstone
Building Community Life 

Ripley
Winner


Tony Ainsworth of competition sponsor Calor presented the winning communities with their prizes which included plaques to erect in their village as well as a well-earned cheque.

The judges agreed that Worplesdon were worthy runners up, a great effort considering this was their first year in the competition.  Special awards were made, firstly to Godstone, another new entrant, for their fun raising annual bonfire and fair, which helped support a wide range of activities for all members of the community in their two village halls. Buckland, the smallest community in this year’s competition with a population of only 600, had a surprising level of involvement and activities and were awarded for their communal environmental efforts.

Defra (Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) sponsored the award for the Building Community Life section of the competition. This was won by Ripley, again in their first year in the competition.

Jean Roberts-Jones, Chief Executive of Surrey Community Action, commented: “The overall quality of the applications was quite outstanding.  Our team of judges were very impressed by all the communities’ activities and how local people engage with their neighbours. It was very apparent just how much hard work people were prepared to put in, as well as how much fun they got out of it all.”
As the 2006 Calor Surrey Village of the Year, Lingfield has the added honour of being nominated to go forward and represent Surrey in the prestigious national Calor Village of the Year® for England competition. More than 40 villages across England will be competing in the competition, which has a total prize fund of over £39,000 and a top prize of £7,000. Lingfield will initially be representing the county in the South England region of the competition against villages from Dorset, Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Kent, Oxfordshire and East Sussex. Jean Roberts-Jones added: “We wish Lingfield the best of luck with the next stage of the competition. It’s a fantastic community with enthusiastic and motivated residents and we’re sure they’ve got what it takes to do really well at national level.”
Calor has been supplying the countryside with gas in cylinders and bulk tanks for over seventy years. The Calor Village of the Year® competition is the company’s way of supporting customers in rural communities and encouraging rural sustainability. Over 1,000 villages enter the competition at county level each year and not only have a great deal of fun preparing an entry but also reap real benefits from working together to engender a real sense of community spirit. Since the competition began in 1997 over 300 villages have gone through the national judging process and each one, win or lose, has gained enormous benefit from the experience. 

For further information on the Calor Surrey Village of the Year competition results or to enter the 2007 competition please contact: Jean Roberts-Jones on 01483 459292 ext 200

or email jeanr@surreyca.org.uk.

_1172561943.bin

