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Press Release:  1st August 2006

A Rural Housing Enabler for Surrey 
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	Rural Housing at Westonfields in Albury


Surrey Community Action has recruited a Rural Housing Enabler, who will help villages across Surrey meet their affordable housing needs. 

The purpose of the Rural Housing Enabler project is to help local people of all ages who would either like to stay or return to their villages, but are unable to do so because of the high costs of buying and renting on the open market. The Rural Housing Enabler offers rural communities independent advice and support to undertake local housing needs surveys, which identify whether villages are in need of affordable homes, and the level and type of any such housing need. Where a need for affordable housing exists, the Rural Housing Enabler will assist the community with developing local affordable housing schemes, and acts as an independent and neutral broker between the different parties involved.  

An example of an attractive rural affordable housing scheme can be found at Westonfields in Albury, which was developed by English Rural Housing Association in conjunction with Guildford Borough Council. 15 affordable homes were completed in October 2005 and provide 11 houses and 4 flats, available to rent or to be sold on a shared ownership basis. The homes are designed to benefit the local community and help people unable to afford the high open market values to remain in their village. 

The Rural Housing Enabler helps rural communities, people seeking affordable housing, social and private landlords, and landowners interested in providing land for affordable housing.  

For further information please contact Mona Johansson, Rural Housing Enabler, Surrey Community Action on 01483 459292 ext 226, email: monaj@surreyca.org.uk
Surrey Community Action is resourcing the voluntary and community sector across Surrey through access to advice, training, funding and advocacy.  If you are interested in volunteering the details of local volunteer centres in Surrey are on our website: www.surreyca.org.uk/vb.htm
