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PRESS RELEASE: 29th June 2006

£3,250 Awarded to SAMBER Riding for the Disabled
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	Left to right Ellie, Karl and Maaney riding Thistle, Hunky and Pandora. Front row: Linda Manning (Chairman), Pennie King (Treasurer/Fundraiser) and volunteers Carol Lott, Janet Selden and Kate Van Orden.


The Local Network Fund recently awarded SAMBER Riding for the Disabled with £3,250 to support the riding lessons they give to local children with special needs. The children’s achievements were rewarded at Samber’s annual gymkhana held on Tuesday 20th June.

The children who took part in the gymkhana came from three local schools; White Lodge, Freemantles and Cordwalles. As usual the event was enthusiastically supported by the children’s teachers, family and friends. Luckily it was a perfect summer’s day and at the end of 21 races the scores were very close, with the team from White Lodge being declared the winners. They received the Karen Chowney trophy, which they will hold for a year. Every child who took part in the gymkhana was presented with a medal and rosette and the team from Cordwalles also received certificates for passing their RDA proficiency test Grade 1. Samber’s annual gymkhana is an opportunity for the children to show their families and friends the progress they have made during the year and one proud father commented that he never thought he would see his son riding a pony.

SAMBER Riding for the Disabled is run entirely by volunteers who are specially trained to give the help and support needed to offer safe riding to the children. Pennie King, Samber’s Treasurer says ‘ Riding has been shown to motivate and stimulate the children both mentally and physically, resulting in improved muscle strength and communication skills. They are always so thrilled with their achievements and enjoy the day immensely.’ 

The Local Network Fund provides grants of between £250 and £7,000 to enable communities to develop projects and activities for children and young people with limited opportunities or access to services that many young people take for granted. The fund is administered in Surrey by Surrey Community Action.

Groups can find out more about the fund by contacting Sarah Crabb from Surrey Community Action on 07917 366612.
Surrey Community Action is resourcing the Voluntary and Community Sector across Surrey through access to advice, training, funding and advocacy. 

If you are interested in volunteering the details of local volunteer centres in Surrey are on our website: www.surreyca.org.uk/vb.htm
