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PRESS RELEASE: 20th July 2006

Family Contact Centre Awarded £3,507 by Local Network Fund
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	Picture shows from left to right some of the Contact Centre’s volunteers, Betty, Chris, Kath, Ray (their longest serving volunteer) and Ann.




Camberley’s Family Contact Centre was recently awarded £3,506.88 by the Local Network Fund to stock up on new toys, give valuable training to their volunteers and help with running costs for the year.

The Contact Centre opens twice monthly at St Mary’s Church, Park Road, Camberley and is celebrating its 10th year of service to local children and their estranged family members. The 24 dedicated volunteers that run the centre are also proud to have recently achieved accreditation by the National Association of Child Contact Centres (NACCC) who acknowledged them as a shining example of good practice. 

Fundraising has always been difficult and Ann Nelson and Chris Maton were anxiously seeking money to help them continue through hard times. Their successful application to the Local Network Fund has allowed the Contact Centre to buy a range of new toys that have excited the children who visit. Ann says ‘We wanted to offer our long-term children something different and stimulating to play with. The pool table, play station and some of the larger toys have really brought the children and their parent together. Boys have been proud to show off their skills to their dads and a mother and her daughter enjoyed building the castle together.’

Chris added ‘The Contact Centre is getting so busy. We often reach our maximum numbers and we have a waiting list. The Local Network Fund has given us financial security for this year, which means we can concentrate on building up our bank balance for the future.’

The Local Network Fund provides grants of between £250 and £7,000 to enable communities to develop projects and activities for children and young people with limited opportunities or access to services that many young people take for granted. The fund is administered in Surrey by Surrey Community Action.

Groups can find out more about the fund by contacting Sarah Crabb from Surrey Community Action on 07917 366612.

Surrey Community Action is resourcing the Voluntary and Community Sector across Surrey through access to advice, training, funding and advocacy. 

If you are interested in volunteering the details of local volunteer centres in Surrey are on our website: www.surreyca.org.uk/vb.htm
