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Press Release – 12th July 2005

Shaping the Future of Rural Towns – launch of a new programme in Surrey

Over forty people celebrated the launch of a new programme for rural towns in Surrey at the Theatre Leatherhead on Tuesday 5th July.  The programme, Action for Surrey Rural Towns, has been designed to help towns be more proactive in planning for their future.

In her keynote address, Valerie Carter, SEEDA Sector Rural Affairs Director said: “Rural towns are very important providing a key focus for their surrounding hinterland of villages and hamlets.  However in recent years many have seen a downturn, especially in their retail position.  Through this new programme towns will be encouraged to undertake a ‘healthcheck’ and so will be better placed to analyse their strengths and weaknesses and plan ahead for their future.”

Julian Owen the Chairman of Action for Market Towns explained how the healthcheck would work:  “A healthcheck is a tried and tested method of establishing the social, economic and environmental health of small rural towns.  Like a parish plan, it is an audit of how the towns ‘looks and feels.”

SEEDA (South East England Development Agency) has developed this new programme with the South East Rural Towns Partnership and the Countryside Agency.  Recognising the importance of this programme a wide variety of local organisations are committed to supporting it including Surrey County Council, many Borough and District Councils, Surrey Community Action, the Surrey Economic Partnership, the Surrey CVS Network, Business Link Surrey, and Surrey Hills AONB.

Once they have undertaken healthchecks and produced action plans, eligible towns can apply for grants from a SEEDA fund. The grants will need to be match funded.  The twelve towns eligible to bid for SEEDA grants in Surrey are Ash, Bagshot, Caterham, Cranleigh, Dorking, Godalming, Great Bookham, Haslemere, Horley, Leatherhead, Lingfield, and Oxted.

Here in Surrey the towns that have already worked through the healthcheck process, Cranleigh, Haslemere and Farnham, have found that it acts like a catalyst drawing together different groups and activities.  It has created a new sense of identity helping to instil a feeling of pride and sense of purpose.  These towns are all enthusiastic about taking their programmes forward in different ways.

Anyone wanting to know more about carrying out a healthcheck should contact Margaret Morton, Rural Towns Co-ordinator, at Surrey Community Action on 01483 459292 ext 242 or email: margaretm@surreyca.org.uk

Surrey Community Action is resourcing the Voluntary and Community Sector across Surrey through access to advice, funding, training and advocacy.

For further information please contact Margaret Morton, Rural Towns Co-ordinator, Surrey Community Action, Astolat House, Coniers Way, New Inn Lane, Burpham, Guildford GU4 7HL

Tel 01483 459292 ext 242     email: margaretm@surreyca.org.uk

