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Press Release: 30th May 2006

Could your Community benefit from the Community Champions Fund?

You could be eligible for a grant of up to £2000 to use in your community!

Community Champions fund has been set up by the Department of Education and Skills to help support and develop the work of local people who are involved in, or who want to be involved in, changing their communities for the better.  The main focus of the fund is to help individuals develop ideas and skills that will benefit their communities.  In Surrey, the Community Champions award is administered by Surrey Community Action and is particularly looking to support people from Black and Minority Ethnic groups, Traveller communities, Minority Faith groups, people who live in very rural areas and asylum seekers.    

For example, amongst other projects, Daniel used his Community Champions award to lay the foundations for the first and only Romany Theatre Company in the country.  Daniel, who was born in a Romany community, said the aims of the project were to “help to give the Traveller community, as a whole, a voice and reassure the community that good communication and understanding between people is life enhancing and not threatening.”    

Shehla carried out a survey amongst women from the Pakistani community asking about health issues, facilities available to them, etc before organising courses which included a six week aromatherapy course, beauty treatments, flower arranging and stress management workshops.  The group which was attended by women of all ages, helped to break down some barriers as well as helping with the problems of isolation. The project has been very successful and spurred Shehla on to consider doing courses in management, organisational skills and task management.

If you have an idea which you feel will benefit you and your community, please contact Sarah Clarke of Surrey Community Action on 01483 459292 ext 202.  You will be given as much or as little support as you need in putting together your application and carrying out your project.  You may apply for the grant any time before March 2007.

Surrey Community Action is resourcing the Voluntary and Community Sector across Surrey through access to advice, funding, training and advocacy.
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