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Happy Nappies full of cash
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Wrecclesham’s only Mother and Toddler Group, Happy Nappies, were awarded a fantastic £6,660 pounds recently to completely update their old and worn out toys and equipment and to give the local toddlers some fun activities to look forward to.  

The voluntary group was set up by three generations of women from one family, Amanda-Jane Tate-Grimes, her mother Beryl and grandmother Ciss, in April 2003 for the toddlers of the village. Running on a shoestring, they went about collecting toys from car boot sales, second hand donations and even from skips. The group quickly became so popular that Beryl Tate, group secretary, anxiously looked about for funding to help secure their future. Amanda-Jane says ‘We wanted all the children that come to us to be happy and enjoy coming and with extra money we would be able to offer a wide choice of new good toys and perhaps arrange a trip.’

In December 2005, Happy Nappies were awarded £6,659.62 by the Local Network Fund. Since then, Amanda-Jane and the other volunteers on the management committee have been buying a very impressive and well thought out collection of toys and equipment. They’ve planned trips and activities that would have been beyond the means of many in their community. They now have a mother and toddler group that the community can be proud of. 

Elizabeth, a Wrecclesham grandmother who has been coming for years with her grandchildren and now great-grandchild notices the change. ‘Its lovely, there are more toys than they’ve ever had and role-play and art equipment too. Coming here has taught my grandchildren to share and given them a chance to mix with other children in the village that they will probably go through main school with too.’

The Local Network Fund provides grants of between £250 and £7,000 to enable communities to develop projects and activities for children and young people with limited opportunities or access to services that many young people take for granted. The fund is administered in Surrey by Surrey Community Action.

Groups can find out more about the fund by contacting Sarah Crabb from Surrey Community Action on 07917 366612.

Happy Nappies is keen for more parents and toddlers to come along and make use of the new facilities. They meet at Leverton Hall (behind St. Peters Church) on Wednesday mornings. If you would like to find out more about the Toddler Group call them on 01252 726154. They are always delighted to welcome new members, and their mums, dads, grans and granddads will be given a very warm welcome too.

Surrey Community Action is resourcing the Voluntary and Community Sector across Surrey through access to advice, training, funding and advocacy.

