[image: image1.jpg]SURREY >

COMMUNITY
/ ACTION




Press Release:  28 April 2006

Surrey children given £300,000 to play with
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left to right Chris Lilly, Janet Deal, Sarah Crabb and Jean Cox
The Local Network Fund has just allocated a hefty £76,800 to community groups working with children and young people in Surrey at its latest funding panel in March. This brings the total allocation of funds between April 05 and March 06 to an impressive £300,129. The money was shared between 58 voluntary and community groups from across Surrey who successfully applied for projects ranging from parent and toddler groups to youth clubs. A further £300,000 is available for distribution between April 2006 and March 2007.

The Family Contact Centre that runs from St Mary’s Church Centre in Camberley was awarded £3,507 for hall hire, running costs, toys and equipment. The group has survived with very limited funding, raised through the hard work of the volunteers. Ann Nelson from the Contact Centre says ‘This is a much needed boost to our spirits as well as our bank balance.’

Display, who run a variety of inclusive multi-sport activities in the Old Dean secured £6,814. Carole Cole, Chairperson says ‘The grant has been so fundamental in getting our group up and running and providing funding for equipment purchase. We are so grateful for the money and how it has benefited young people in the community. Thank you so much.’

The Local Network Fund is a government initiative that provides grants of between £250 and £7,000. It enables communities to develop projects and activities for children and young people with limited opportunities or access to services that many young people take for granted. Surrey Community Action is responsible for administering Surrey’s allocation of £300,000 per year.

Staff at Surrey Community Action will provide groups with all the support they need throughout the application process and continue to offer beneficial services and advice once the activities are up and running.

One group in Dorking says ‘All the forms were well laid out and self explanatory and the staff at Surrey Community Action were accessible, helpful and supportive.’

Another from Camberley adds ‘How simple and straightforward the whole process has been. It’s a real plus that help and advice is always available.’

The Local Network Fund is always keen to hear of other children’s initiatives and would be very happy to discuss your project ideas and explain the grant’s criteria. If you would like to find out more please contact Sarah Crabb, the Local Network Fund Outreach and Support Worker on 07917 366612 or email sarahcrabb@surreyca.org.uk.

Surrey Community Action is resourcing the Voluntary and Community Sector across Surrey through access to advice, training, funding and advocacy.

