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Chilworth’s Toddlers get new home
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Until earlier this year, the reformed Chilworth Community Toddler Group had been surviving in a ‘shed’ behind the local church with all sorts of problems concerning safety, hygiene, space, heating and equipment. This well supported group wanted to rise to the challenge of providing a new, more suitable toddler group for its community.

Janet Brewer, Group Secretary says ‘with so many health and safety issues around the building and practical problems such as a lack of suitable toys we knew that if we were going to continue the group we had to make drastic changes.’

But these changes were going to cost money. The group managed to secure a regular Tuesday morning slot in the Village Hall and needed to find funding to pay for hall hire, plus new toys and equipment to replace the old and broken donations.

Janet, along with Chairperson, Dawn Johnstone, successfully applied to the Local Network Fund for £2,050.50 which has allowed them to pay their hall hire for one year and buy some fabulous new toys for the toddlers to use. They are also using their funding for planned special events throughout the year.

One mother, who comes to the Toddler Group with her twins says ‘moving to the hall has been so much better and the fantastic new toys are a great improvement. Lots of new people are joining and keep coming back week after week.’

Janet Brewer says ‘there are many young families in Chilworth but nothing for the toddlers to do. We’re really pleased that parents and their young children now have a welcoming place to meet and get to know each other.’

The Local Network Fund provides grants of between £250 and £7,000 to enable communities to develop projects and activities for children and young people with limited opportunities or access to services that many young people take for granted. The fund is administered in Surrey by Surrey Community Action.

£300,129.00 was allocated to 58 eligible groups between April 2005 to March 2006. The Local Network Fund has a further £300,000 to allocate in grants between April 2006 and March 2007. Groups can find out more about the fund by contacting Sarah Crabb from Surrey Community Action on 07917 366612.

Janet Brewer is keen for more parents and toddlers to come along and make use of the new location and facilities. If you would like to find out more about the Toddler Group call Janet on 01483 562156. They are always delighted to welcome new members.

Surrey Community Action is resourcing the Voluntary and Community Sector across Surrey through access to advice, training, funding and advocacy.

