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Grant Programmes and Trusts








Big Lottery Fund Seeks Views on New Programme





The Big Lottery Fund wants to know what the voluntary and community sector thinks about its new programme Building Capabilities for Impact and Legacy.





The Government is providing a one-off £30 million investment in local infrastructure in England. The Big Lottery Fund (BIG) has indicated that it will add £20 million.





Following the publication of its discussion paper on the new programme last month, voluntary sector and social enterprise managers, working in frontline or support capacity, now have an opportunity to voice their views on how they think the new funding should be used to develop support for their sector.





One of BIG's main objectives is to help support the voluntary and community sector become more effective. It is also keen to help social enterprises develop so that they can help deliver BIG objectives. In an effort to meet these objectives, BIG has spent more than £200 million in the last decade on capacity building.





To further develop its approach, BIG is making the discussion national through an online survey and discussion events to be held throughout the year. According to BIG, the discussion paper is intended “to stimulate debate and thinking to shape, influence and inform our future thinking and investment.”





Big Lottery Fund’s England Director, Dharmendra Kanani said:


“Helping VCS organisations and social enterprises to become more effective will continue to be a priority for BIG over the next few years. The approach we are taking will mean that they are able to get the support they need to do their work and that people and communities most in need will see greater benefits from our funding. This discussion paper is intended to stimulate debate and gives an opportunity for voluntary and other organisations to influence our approach. I would encourage interested parties to complete our survey and have a say.”





The discussion paper and the online survey can be found on BIG's website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/building_capabilities" �http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/building_capabilities�





The survey must be completed by 15 March 2012. A revised paper will then be published which will set out further details on BIG’s plans for funding.








Grant Programmes and Trusts





Pfizer UK Foundation Grants





This Foundation supports projects that address health inequalities resulting from social, economic, cultural and demographic factors under the following criteria:





clearly tackles a defined health inequality;


targets a specific local area or marginalised community;


can demonstrate a tangible impact on a defined group of people;


covers a period of no longer than a year.





Charities and community led organisations are eligible to apply for grants between £3,000 and £50,000. 





The next deadlines for applications are 30 May and 5 September 2012.





Further information:


Internet: � HYPERLINK "http://www.pfizer.co.uk/sites/uk/our_responsibility/pfizer_uk_foundation/Pages/default.aspx" �http://www.pfizer.co.uk/sites/uk/our_responsibility/pfizer_uk_foundation/Pages/default.aspx�

















Grants for Planting Trees





The Tree Council has two funding schemes:





• Community Trees - Open to community groups, both formal and ad hoc. All projects should include the participation of children aged up to sixteen in the planting project.





• Trees for Schools – Open to schools with pupils aged sixteen or under.





Successful applicants to organise their planting events in conjunction with the Tree Council’s annual celebration of the new tree planting season (this year from 26 November to 4 December). Grants range between £100-£700 and successful applicants will receive up to 75% towards their planting costs. 





The closing date is the 31 March 2012.





Further information:


Internet: � HYPERLINK "http://www.treecouncil.org.uk/grants" �http://www.treecouncil.org.uk/grants� 
































Queen's Award for Voluntary Service





The purpose of the Award is to recognise groups of individuals who are giving their time freely for the benefit of others.





Groups must be nominated, for example, by beneficiaries of their work, members of the public, representatives of public bodies or voluntary groups. There are no deadlines for the receipt of nomination forms; they are considered at any point within three years of the nomination.





Further information:


Internet: � HYPERLINK "http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Governmentcitizensandrights/UKgovernment/Honoursawardsandmedals/TheQueensAwardforVoluntaryService/DG_180942" �http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Governmentcitizensandrights/UKgovernment/Honoursawardsandmedals/TheQueensAwardforVoluntaryService/DG_180942�
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General Information














Did you know that you can receive our monthly e-news or quarterly magazine?   


To receive these, please email � HYPERLINK "mailto:lornac@surreyca.org.uk" �lornac@surreyca.org.uk�








Civil Society - Charity Awards 





The Charity Awards recognise and celebrate excellence in the leadership and management of charities across the UK.





UK charities of any size are eligible to apply under a number of broad categories of activity, as follows:





Advice, Support and Advocacy.


Arts, Culture and Heritage.


Children and Youth.


Disability.


Education and Training.


Environment and Conservation.


Grantmaking and Funding.


Healthcare and Medical Research.


International Aid and Development.


Social Care and Welfare.





Entry may be for a project that demonstrates outstanding innovation and best practice, or a managed improvement in the organisation, which may help other charities overcome similar problems.





The deadline for applications is 9 March 2012.





Further information:


Internet: � HYPERLINK "http://www.civilsociety.co.uk/charityawards/" �http://www.civilsociety.co.uk/charityawards/�
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Empty Homes Community Grants (England)


 


Funding is available to bring long-term empty homes and other types of property, including commercial property, into use as affordable housing. The funding is for capital costs and can be used to fund eligible acquisition, works and on-costs.





No minimum or maximum level of grant has been set, but grant rates are likely to vary depending on the region, the size and type of property and length of lease/acquisition. Applicants must make the case for the amount of funding they are requesting.





Not-for-profit community and voluntary groups in England may apply if they are one of the following:





A registered charity.


A community interest company.


A social enterprise that reinvests its surpluses for social benefit.


A limited company, either a company limited by guarantee or a registered industrial and provident society. The latter should either be a society for the benefit of the community (housing association model) or one for the benefit of its members (housing co-operative).


A small community based Registered Provider, with less than 150 permanent units who are not part of an existing development partnership and not in receipt of housing subsidy grant.





Applicants should be able to show how they will identify and bring forward empty properties, how these fit in with the local authority's wider housing strategy for the area, and how they would help to meet overall housing needs as identified by the local authority.





The deadline for applications is 17 April 2012.





Further information:


Internet: � HYPERLINK "http://www.grantsadmin.co.uk/empty_homes/" \t "_blank" �http://www.grantsadmin.co.uk/empty_homes/��
�















Funding Alerts


If you would like to be notified by email whenever a new Funding Alert is posted on the Surrey Community Action website please send your request to Lorna Clark at � HYPERLINK "mailto:lornac@surreyca.org.uk" �lornac@surreyca.org.uk�.








Funding Advice


We can help you to find sources of funding or resources that meet the needs of your community or voluntary group.  Surrey Community Action offers FREE funding and resource advice to all voluntary, community and faith groups in Surrey.  We can provide you with information about suitable sources of funding, 1-1 support with your fundraising and signposting to further sources of information. 





To find out more, please contact Surrey Community Action's Funding and Resource Adviser either through our website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.surreyca.org.uk/grants&funding.htm" �http://www.surreyca.org.uk/grants&funding.htm� or Tel: 01483 447115 on a Tuesday or Wednesday.








Training Courses


Surrey Community Action’s training programme covers an extensive range of short courses, including Fundraising, and other services, to develop the skills and increase the capacity of their organisations.  





Please contact Ann Meager, email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:annm@surreyca.org.uk" �annm@surreyca.org.uk� or Tel: 01483 447124 for a brochure, or view all courses on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.surreyca.org.uk" �http://www.surreyca.org.uk�.







































































Surrey Community Action is a registered charity which works to strengthen and support the Voluntary, Community and Faith Sector (VCFS) across Surrey through access to advice, training, funding and advocacy.  Surrey Community Action actively encourages volunteering and the details of local volunteer centres in Surrey can be found on our website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.surreyca.org.uk/cvs_vc_details.htm" �http://www.surreyca.org.uk/cvs_vc_details.htm�














Surrey Community Action ©


Astolat, Coniers Way, New Inn Lane, Guildford, GU4 7HL


�HYPERLINK "http://www.surreyca.org.uk"��www.surreyca.org.uk�


�Charity No. 1056527 ( A company limited by guarantee, registered in England No.3203003 ( VAT Reg. No. 641 2575 51








Surrey County Council Community Improvements Fund


�This is a new fund to support local community-based initiatives. Bids are welcomed between £10,000 up to a maximum of £50,000. The funding is intended primarily to cover capital costs linked to community infrastructure projects. In certain circumstances limited revenue support of a one-off nature may also be available.��The fund opened to bids from the start of the New Year, with decisions on the first successful applicants being made after 1st April 2012. The Panel will meet on a quarterly basis throughout the year, or as required.


�For bid criteria and guidance for applicants go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/voluntary-community-and-faith-sector-vcfs/community-improvements-fund-leaders-initiative2" �http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/voluntary-community-and-faith-sector-vcfs/community-improvements-fund-leaders-initiative2�

















The Cranfield Trust





This Trust provides free management consultancy for charities and social enterprise groups involved in issues of poverty, disability or social exclusion.





Volunteers donate their time and expertise by providing advice and mentoring on a wide range of issues to improve management effectiveness, including: 





Business and strategic planning; 


Financial management; 


Marketing and communications;  


Developing IT systems;  


Human Resources and staffing.





Further information


Internet: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cranfieldtrust.org" �http://www.cranfieldtrust.org�
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Charities & Credit Unions





As a result of changes to the Credit Unions Act 1979 from the 8 January 2012 charities, social enterprises and community groups will be able to join a credit union. Previously, only individuals were able to be members of credit unions and use the financial services they provide.





The new powers mean that credit unions can now:





Extend membership to new groups without having to prove that all eligible members have something in common.





Provide services to all the staff, members and service users of a charity, community group or social enterprise even if they are spread across the country.





Choose to pay interest on savings instead of a dividend.





For further details about the new credit union powers, the services provided by credit unions and who can benefit visit the ABCUL website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.abcul.coop/home" �http://www.abcul.coop/home�
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Comic Relief: Managing Money Better





This new £2m fund is to support projects helping older people (aged 65+) cope with the harsh economic climate and financial exclusion and hardship; it will focus on isolated older people and those living in the most disadvantaged areas. Comic Relief is seeking organisations which are already working with older people and for projects which involve older people in their design and delivery.





Projects involving partnerships between voluntary, public and private organisations will be favoured.





The minimum grant size is £10,000. 





The first grant making cycle opened on 16 January 2012 with a deadline for first-stage applications of 13 February 2012. 





The second cycle will open on 10 April 2012.





Further information:


Internet: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.comicrelief.com/apply-for-a-grant/programmes/managing-money-better-comic-reliefs-new-older-peoples-programme" �http://www.comicrelief.com/apply-for-a-grant/programmes/managing-money-better-comic-reliefs-new-older-peoples-programme�
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