12/01/2012 - Community Sustainable Energy Programme Opens for a Final Round

After being closed for a year, the Community Sustainable Energy Programme (CSEP) has opened for one more round of capital funding.
The Big Lottery funded scheme is accepting applications for heat generating technologies and energy efficiency measures only.

Not-for-profit organisations in England can apply for capital grants of up to 50% of the project cost to a maximum grant of £50,000.

Organisations that may apply include voluntary groups, charities, schools, parish councils and faith groups meeting certain conditions.

The capital grants can be used to buy and install any combination of the following heat generating microgeneration technologies:

· Solar thermal hot water.

· Heat pumps.

· Automated wood pellet stoves.

· Wood fuelled boiler systems.

Grants are also available for energy efficiency measures (such as cavity wall and loft insulation) in combination with the heat generating microgeneration technology. Where these are not already in place, applicants will have to install them in order to qualify for a microgeneration capital grant.

An application form and guidelines can be found on the BRE website (opens in new window). BRE, an awards partner of the BIG Lottery Fund, is administering the CSEP scheme. BRE carries out research, consultancy, training and testing to help create better buildings and communities.

The deadline for applications is 29 February 2012 (5pm). The scheme ends with this closing date

